




•As early as  the 14th Century the Italian poet Dante 
wrote of the “universality of man” and envisioned a 
unified world state
•Immanuel Kant argued that doing good was an end 
unto itself rather than a means to some other end
•Hope to minimize conflict and maximize 

cooperation among nations

•Focus attention on legal-formal aspects of 

international relations, such as international law and 

international organizations

•Also focus on moral concerns such as human 

rights





Woodrow Wilson as a champion 
of

IDEALISM
• Wilson had announced his “Fourteen Points” as a proposed 

basis for the armistice a year before the Paris Peace 
Conference opened.

• Represented a school of thought that a new world order had 
to be constructed based on a respect for law, the acceptance 
of shared universal values, and the development of 
international organizations.

•Many perceived Wilson’s Fourteen Points as excessively idealistic.
•For the Allies, they conflicted with the secret wartime agreements 
they had made to distribute among themselves territories and 
possessions of the defeated nations.
•For the defeated powers, the harsh treaties that would be latter 
imposed upon them certainly seemed to violate the spirit of the 
Fourteen Points



Fourteen Points

• Wilson envisioned:
– Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at,
– Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas in peace and in 

war,
– The removal of all economic barriers and the establishment of 

an equality of trade conditions among all nations,
– Adequate guarantees for a reduction in national armaments,
– Adjustments of colonial disputes to give equal weight to the 

interests of the controlling government and the colonial 
population, and

– A call for “a general association of nations”















Morgenthau’s Six Principles










